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Blessing Prayer
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For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

HJ8{EE John 3:16
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Pray for each person and bless one another.
| We thank God for the love and hope brought to us through His Son, Jesus. _
| We pray that everyone gathered here today may know the good news that the birth §
of Jesus S|gn|f|es feel God S Iove and be filled W|th warmth and peace In thelr hearts
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| used to believe that faith was only for people who were emotionally weak.
To be honest, | really disliked religion.

In my mind, religion was just a group of people with rigid thinking, who loved to lecture
others, and somehow everything always seemed to come back to money.

So If you are sitting here today with some reservations, some doubts, or even some
resistance in your heart, | would like you to know this first:

| understand, because | used to feel exactly the same way.

When | was twenty-nine years old, | hit a low point in my life.

It wasn't caused by one major event. Rather, it was the result of many choices | had made

over the years. The choices once | thought were smart at the time, but looking back,
realized had actually led me in the wrong direction.

On the surface, | looked fine.
But inside, | was exhausted, confused, and deeply unwilling to admit that | needed help.

That was when | began attending a small group at 4C church and encountered this faith |
once had disliked so much.

But | want to be honest—I| wasn’t there to seek for answers.
| went there to challenge them.
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| kept asking questions, trying to prove that what the Bible said was wrong,
that it simply couldn’t work in the real world.

| told myself, “I've seen plenty of ups and downs in life.
| can handle things on my own.”

But ironically, in the end, | realized that | was the one who was lost.

Not to another person, but to the truth in the Bible that | didn't want to admit.

Little by little, it showed me what really mattered in my life—not achievements,
not winning or losing, but whether | was treating the people | cared about well,
and whether | was living in healthy, honest relationships.

Still, even then, | didn’t decide to believe in God.
| only thought, “The Bible is a very wise book.”




Then one day, at my lowest and quietest moment, God spoke to me personally.

He didn’t scold me.

He didn't tell me to fix myself immediately.
He simply said one sentence:

"My grace Is sufficient for you.”

In that moment, | suddenly understood that all my striving in life wasn't about pursuing
something—Iit was about proving something.
Proving that | was good enough, strong enough, worthy of being affirmed.

But God said to me, “You don't need to prove anything anymore.”
And that was why | decided to be baptized.

But | want to be clear about one thing—
being baptized did not suddenly make me well-behaved.

One time, | told the pastor’'s wife and told her | wanted to get a tattoo.

She gently reminded me that in the Old Testament, slaves were marked with tattoos,
and that the Bible says our bodies are temples of the Lord.

She asked me to think carefully about it.
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The next day, | still went and got the tattoo.
Very rebellious.

Before | started dating my wife, she wasn't a Christian either.

Also very rebellious.

But one thing | am very sure of is this: God did not leave me because of my rebellion.
So If you are sitting here today feeling that your life is full of problems, stuck situations,

and confusion you don’'t even know how to put into words, | want you to know this—
church is not a place you enter only after all your problems are solved.

This is a place where you can bring your questions and be slowly, patiently loved.

Faith is not for people who are emotionally weak.
It is for people who are willing to admit, “| am tired of carrying everything on my own.”

Christmas is not just about celebrating a religious holiday.
It Is a reminder that when we could not reach God, God chose to come to us.

’ If you are willing,
today could be the beginning of not having to carry everything by yourself anymore.
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Scripture & Message
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ZINfES Luke 2 : 8 - 17
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?ﬁ ; EAEC%)*%% ’ ﬁBﬁt%EE%ﬁ? ° _1 8 And in the same region there were g

shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10
And the angel said to them, Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be for
all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a

J manger.




IZNfE= Luke 2 : 8 - 17
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Eﬂ@f@mt??ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ? ° 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a

multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,14 Glory to God in the highest, and on

earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!15 When the angels went away from them into

heaven, the shepherds said to one another, Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that

has happened, which the Lord has made known to us. 16 And they went with haste and found

Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the
‘ saying that had been told them concerning this child.
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The Night, Love Had a Name
IENNfEE Luke 2 : 8-17
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With the love of God, | love you genuinely(x2)
RAERMRERBIRIESE
Because in you, | see the glory of God
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With the love of God, | love you genuinely
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Christmas Love Feast
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